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jet he then preaghed.on, not ſo much to his own: Prog &, a5 a kind of 
Divine Providence ; brcanſe having obſerved. this ſame Comrſe. that 


fitting Argument. Whether people will put the fame. Centr 072 
] this Deſcorrſe, or not, 1 eeither op, vor _ But I thick. T 7 yiral 
| ſays 1 bave dbſcour ſed Ofz this. xt with A Freed fam. which be KG es A 
Chriſtian, and particularly a true Son of (the Church of f.Eng Land. 


Sermon ;, for there are ſane ſo ſhallow, . ard of ſo ſhort eDiſcourſe, 
they Canvot. jy ny haw a Man Cas except againſt their violent. Pro- 
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=: 7:34 T6 the Reader, -. p . 
£ F.. Conformilts 25 uſe thoſe vartitMLef Ceremonies which are enjoyned,ss 
 becanſe they are ſatisfied they come under the general Rule given by the A- 

"  poſtle,viz.that all things be done decently and in order..fnd the Rea- | 
ſon why they obſerve no other Rites and Ceremonies, (whilſt it muſt be 
 acknowledred there are others every whit as ord*r'y and decent ini, them 
felves as E-foNs heron theſeialone art enjoyned by an Authority they are 
erſwaded;bas Power to interpoſe in theſe things, _ And now if others do not 
breath entral Rule given by the Apoſtle but apprehend that a fretwom 
fromIm Friows in theſe things,s one part of theLiberty they are comman- 
ded toitand faſt in,why "wp: we quarrel with,and proſecute them ? eſpe- 
cially wh: if they ackpowledge that it pertains to Authority to-taks notice 
of them who are Indecent, and Diſorderly in their Worſhip. 1s it not enough 
that we may aft according to our own more minute Perſwaſion,and have. 
che. Conntenance and Inchuragement of thoſe in Power, but we muſt ruine 
and oppreſs them who will xot truckle to onr Fancies ? 
4. I have had the Opportunity to be acquainted both with Conformiſts 
and Nonconformiſts. Ard as I acknowledge I bave preat canſe to bleſs 
God for the worthy Labours, and exemplary Lives of very many in #he 

. Church: of England,fo I ought to'give others their duc.” And thus 1 muſt 
ſay, that thoſe of rhe DillEnters'whon I have been acquainted with have 
been men of greatLearning,exemplaryPietyyftriftDeyotion,and extra- 
orgIoary Loyalty; Men mho have been diligent Attenders on God #n his 
piblick Ordinanees,eminently II in their Families, who bavehad a 
7 «ll the parts of their Converſation with Men, 


1 cat re '0ard to Conſcience in «ll t = 
| Yh j have ntither been Haunters of Taverns.nor obſcevie and looſe int their 
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* Diſcourſe nor have they ary Yaay of. ſitting Days and Nights at Cards 
. and Dice. Tudeed they have been Perſons that could not be juſtly blamed 


for any thing, but that they had ſtraiter Notions concerning humane 
" Impoſitions the Service of God, thax we Conformilts have. 
© Andavery learned Gentleman has upon Conſitteration given awery juſt 
Mr Hants 1d 0d Reaſon of this, He expreſſerh bitpſelf in theſe Wards, 1 think 
to tf Ar- this theirScruputoſity may be ofGod, and that ſome men are by him 
gument - framed to it, that he hath provided it as a Bar and Obſtacle in the 
Natures and Complexions of fome deyout Men, againſt any Inno- 


10004; Yations whatſoever, that dangerous ones may not ſteal upon the 
better "maintaining the "Simplicity and Purity 
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_ feauted Him. that. was born a nd the S pirit 
arena its now, oh 


= Here were ſome even in the Apoſtles days, who 
- * laboured what they could to hinder the progreſs 
of the Goſpel, by Preaching up the necellity of 
the Jewiſh Law. Fheſe having inſinuated//them- 
ſelves into the Churches of Galatia, had. infefted 
many of thoſe Chriſtians with their poyſonous. and falſe, Do- 
 Etrines: For though they did not openly declare themſelves Ene- 
mites to the Gof] el, yer they did ſupplant it as-to its power and 
" efficacy, by alledging its inſaſhiciency alope, and the nece 
their being Circumciſed, and embracing thoſe old Rules Gog had 
anciently > forced under the former diſpenſation. - They knew if 
| - could leaven and corrupt them with theſe Principles, they'did 
t fo ſpecionſly diſplay, it would not be hg Deine: they 
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perceived the conſequence would be 
at all, Gal. 5. 2. 
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Tt Toy wy ther "by tha e Me and pre wa "95 
rÞ"conyince them of their Eyraqr and Fgnilt, in givigg way a 
them at all. 
Amongſt other Arguments, he urgeth the different ſtate men are 
in when under the Goſpel,fram. they were in when under the 
Law : And {ny the Law was ily deſigned goers - | 
_ and fit Men.for.the 5 agg ky co Place 
and Power after, asbefore ;no wy bends arrived 
to ripe and full years, is bound to pre ia ks their Tutorage 
whohad the care - br fon Topper at $345 == 
He afterwards proces (ar e with honinKa _ the Nature of 
: that Law they ared rous to- . And then ex- 
plains. himſelf by a Similitade of han "wo SONS 3 dhew- 
_ angttherejs as greatg: difference x thoſe who. axe yoder 
Goſpel State, and them that: are under at 
Son which was his Natural Child; Fog which « was - Tonkirred 
.on him by the Ig Promiſe and powerfulJaterpoſi ab 
particular Ble 
And thus. he takes occaſion to reftet .0n the . 
that was wrou WADON { them, ſinget y did- liſten toy 
1tertain theſe t eceiving Apoſtles; and does, agy 
-zellthent, it was > ph ae they ih +1 465 andifhat they 
bHhouldinow!approve-ways. of - Severity-tawards Chriſt's | poltles 
-and Followers, ring they did receive and adhere x0 them. that 
were dira6tly contrary to Chrilts Miniſtersand Servants. Gom- 
pareGad.; 4. 14, 15, with this 29. It 35 no-more than .what 
[@qthifallen opt. in-all Ages of the World, . The Servants of $3- 
ranzand-Enenties of true Gadlineſs, hav "ov been for Perſe- 
: cuting the: faithful and gbedient Children :And: ig. ſeems 
by pe howale piſtle; tobe the eſpecial aud peculiar © Character of them 
arg religoſly an immoderately hat and-.zealous abapt | 
tes, to be the et Perſecutors o thoſe who are moſt 
Pious 


them. - 
« firſt, It 1s clear St. Pal 
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Plone and Ootdſcizntioes, | a hog all the Sripares 
lookthrovgh-ald rhe Agrs of the-Charch,.. you. ſhall generally fi 
that thisſe Whowere miofl oo: the Poriecarion. of others on th C- 
chittit of (rt: huttifierences. relating to R Were, very Wick- 
et Sopetticiods men ;7 ten that were inordinately pay 
| of ſore ontward Ceremonies. No if a fondne Br 
' any Ceremonies would maintain and: juſtifie Mens perſecution of 
. Others” whe cannot” approve their Fopperies, one would think 

_ theſe Teathers'who?were crept in amongſt the-Galatia7s ſhould. 
beextuſed; beetuſe-they preſt only. thoſe things that had former- 
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dangerous it'is'to give our. ſelves too great a Liberty. 


ian Hare extepnal: and accidental Appends e 4 Re: 
Ip: CE Feit in ; jon Sch Doaions 
doth-{5 powerfully: mens mitids wi an 
Irehfions' of Eo Excellency; | Uſ&fulneſs, and. ae Ajire b: 
| _— ket off from minding the 22144 | 
And'by this means they come to lay. 
P ir theſs triſting; and worthleſs Parts,. they 
It ror hap Þy a conſtant feaſting on theſe meer - | 
Husks, and do what they can to ; deſtroy others Souls, cf leaſt their - 
Bodies, by perſecuting them, if they will not conceive and believe . 
as well of theſe things, 'as they do. It is a” very ſhrewd Sign. 
and token that a Man is a Le unre DIS Man, if he be of a: 
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Wſupport able Toke Ta of Jewiſh Ceremonies; certainly. did never intend 'ngf- Pret 
is 1x9 with another in ſtead: of it. But here 2 7% 


ble of having Children, 
rel who are of Ro 


| wr what a Sandy F onnilacion th they did dnild upon, ; 
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Relves on al Occans! and? ale ed Security: from les for chap [ 
mehts that were ſoinetimes threatned a ainſt them 4 and therefore. 
we find the Holy Men- in Scripture often labouring to Convince; 


auth. 3:9 
. Rom, 2 12,13, 14. iItas [andeed, a great Merey. jon 

Bom of Þ Pious and Religious Parents 1 ; Thoſe Parents that hay 
great Familiarity and Intereſt with ;God;! haye; uſually Oi 
Treaſury and  herny Biings laid bY with God for their 
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and thus it is; I wFſumy > all | into this Pro 
"Wicked, 7 ed -nerate Men, always have 
Perſecuting > Holy, "Religious, Spiritual Men.” Look throygh: all, 
be JOKS 0 J of Old and-New 'Teftamenty nays look throughs 

| + and'you will ſtil-fand,; whore:ever you meetwithPers, 
NreioH {*thark it was carried on by the:DeviPs. Apents, by Wicked: 
Meri, againft' Holy and Righteous Men. 'Obſerve«the 


Strict; and Corlſcientious 3; thus it has 


ſition. 
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| (s) 
Indeed Men can ſcarce arrive to ſuch a height of Wickednef 
as this is, till they have by the habitual Exerciſe of other Crimes 
fared their Conſciences, and are become ſo inſenſible, that all the 
commendable Notions and Sentiments that do uſually accompa- 
ny Mankind, are loſt and eradicated out of their Breaſts, 

Conſider theſe few Inſtances of Perſecutors as they now oc- 
cur, and then ſee whether all others be not of the ſame Com- 
plexion. What an obdurate Caitiff and Villain was Cazn, that 
flew his own Brother, becauſe more Holy, and conſequently bet- 
ter era gee with God than he was ? Whata vile Character. is 
Iſmael all along repreſented under to us ? Were not they Drunk- 
ards that were againſt David, and made Songs of him ? What 
were the falſe Prophets that ſet themſelves againit Acaiah? were 
they not ſuch as did Propheſie Lies ? Who were thoſe that were 


Damel into the Lions Den ? Were they not all Flattering and 
Abominable Idolaters ? What was Jud«« that Betrayed Chriſt, 
that Informed the High Prieſt and Scribes againſt his Maſter the 
Son of God? Was he not a Covetous Mercenary Son of Perdi- 
tion? What were thoſe that ſwore, and gave Evidence againft 
Chriſt ? were they not a couple of Perjured Miſcreants? And 
if you ſearch and inquire, you will find all Informers againſt, and 
Perſecutors of the Juſt and Holy, to be of the ſame Stamp. . Are 
not the Informers and Perſecutors of our Days like to thoſe that 
were before them ? Is it not evident to all, that they are notori- 
ous for Perjury, Falſneſs, Drunkenneſs, Whoredom, Prophane 
and common Swearing ? Are there any more regardleſs of the 
Lords Day, more Irreligious and Obſcene in their Diſcourſe, 
more Vile, Contemptible and baſe in the Eye and: Optnion of e- 
very Honeſt, Pious, Good, or Sober Perſon ? Are there any fo un- 
juſts ſo F alſe, ſo exorbitantly Vicious, Lewd, and Debaych'd 
as they ? 

N A Chrift and Religion do not allow of Perſecutions, of 
'Troubling and Vexing, of Ruining and Undoing any Man, for 
little Indifferences, nwch leſs for Truth and Holineſs. They are 
for Advan cing and Propagating Holineſs, and Peace, and Love, 
and Condeſcention, //. 42. 2, 3. Chriſt came not. ta. deſtroy 
but to fave Mens Lives ; and arply rebykes his Diſciples rs 

| y 


(6) 
they would have called for Fire from Heaven to deſtroy the Sa- 
maritans : It is a ſure token Men are Enemies to Chriſt and Re- 
ligion, when they are of a perſecuting Spirit. It hath always been 
the great Character and Glory of the Chriſtian Religion, that 
were-ever it came, it did [promote and further Quietneſs,' and 
Peace, and Love, and Brotherly Kindneſs; and did-baniſh Wrath, 
and F ury, and Malice, and every hateful and hurtful Diſpoſition 
and Inclination. It was always thus, till Popery got ſome power 
in the World, and then more barbarous Villantes and outragious 
Cruelties were ted under this Name, than were known to 
the World | before. - And if it: be carefully obſerved, you- ſhall 
find, that in all Ages, thoſe who have been moſt for cruel Methods 
againſt them that differ from them, have had moſt of the Spirit 
of Popery in them; and it is deplorably apparent, that now. in 
our days, they who appear moſt vigorous and active in Proſecuting 
thoſe Proteſtants who differ from others in. ſome accidental Mat- 
ters, have a'great affeCtion for Popery, and are haſtening towards. 
Rome as falt as they can. | - 3454 p fl 
That the lowing part of my Diſcourſe may be. as plain and 
caſie-to. you as poflible, I will reduce what I deſign to ſay on this. 
Subject- to theſe following Heads. 1. I will till you what perſe- 
cytion is.' 2. Name more particularly, the Characters. of them 
that are Perſecutors. 3. Shew you whence it 1s that Wicked 
Mer: are fo violently ſet againſt the Godly. 4. I will make ome 
brief Application of the whole. 00 
- Lat firſt of all to tell you what Perſecution is. Andit is an 
endeavouring to Tronble, Moleſt, Diſturb, Kill or any way Hurt 
and Injure another Perſon on ſome Religious account.. Every, 
Profecution of a Perſon, is no properly: Perſecution, . but -only 
when it is grounded on ſome Religions Afﬀair. A Man may be 
guilty of Sin in proſecnting another npon-Civil account, but this. 
In-comes under another Denomination, as Oppreſlion, Injuſtice, 
unpeaceable Brangling, &'c. Now Perſecution is much-what the 
ſame im Religion, that Oppreſſion is in Civils.. /When Men will 
not: ſuffer others-to-enjoy that Liberty,and thoſe Rights in Reblgi- 
on, which either Nature or Reyelation do allow: them.3 but will 
be ſevere againſt them, if in every accidental Matter they. wilt 
not. be-Juſt: of their mind > When Men do: hale others to a 
- nl > 


* * » 
VE Hi. af ie 42 I. 2 


p< na. »— Wd _ Fm 
ts $3 ho 
lies Sy; Poo fe 


4 1 R ho bn & ate es oe es FE ct 
_——_ OTC ERP 


(7) 

nals, and procure them either to be Puniſhed in their Bodies,' or 

in their Eſtates ; or to be deprived of their Lives, or civil 
Liberties; becauſe they either perform ſome Duty God has ex- 
preſly Commanded in a way they'do not approve, or [becauſe 
they will not Conſent to, Embrace, and Comply with thoſe:De- 
terminations they haye juſt reaſon to Believe are Sinful. Whilſt 

Men are not openly Wicked, but tho not free from common: In- 
firmities , which do unavoidably accompany humane Nature in 

? thisfrail Eſtate, yet free from Groſs and Scandalous fins ; whilſt 
Z they deny not any. Doctrine of Chriſtianity, nor divulge any Te- 
7 net to the Prejudice of Chriſtianity, nor do any way endeavour 
to diſturb the Peace of the Government under which they live 3 

* - they have aright to a peaceable and quiet Reſidence, and ought 
* to be free from any Moleſtation, tho they cannot in every acci- 
{ dental thing attain to the fame Latitude with others. Whoe- 
yer goes about to Diſturb and Injure, or ContraCt on ſuch as theſe, 
Fines, or other Puniſhments, becauſe they cannot receive and com- 
ly with thoſe fuperaumerary Conceits ſome do too much pleaſe 
themſelves with, and preſs with too much warmth on others, are 
too lyable to this heavy Charge of Perſecution. And if we on- 
ly conſider what it is they are ſo concerned for, we may ſee too 
much reaſon to conclude, they have no great Portion of Com- 

mendable Properties: Wherefore I will now proceed to the 
Second Point, which 1s to account to you ſome of their Chara- Secondly? 

ters more particularly, or to ſhew you what kind of People Per- 
ſecutors generally are. They are commonly obſerv?*d to be the 
worſt, and moſt Brutiſh, and Degenerate part of Mankind. Con- 
ſult others, Read Hiſtories, or conſider what you may Learn 
from your own Obſervation ; you will find them to come general- 
ly under fome very Scandalous, and Offenſive Chara&ers. They 
are uſually taken to be the very Peſt of Society. It is almoſt as 
dangerous to live amongſt them, as amongſt the Wild and Sa- 
age Beaſts of the Defart. They are a fort of Tygers and Li- 
ons, the moſt Ravenous Beaſts of Prey, with humane Viſages. 
Were, the Pythagorean” Notiqn- of the Tranſmigration of Souls 
received, the whole World would then conclude them nothmg 
but humane Carcaſes ated with Wolviſh Breath. More parti- 
| ©cularly they have ſome or all of theſe Characters and Qualities 
: attending them. B 2 | 1. They 
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Secondly, 


if they be not thus received, they 
_ tobe endured, and therefore mult be Revenged. Malice and Re- 
. venge hath generally a very 


($8) 
1, They ate Men of a very Superſtitious, Blind, and Ignorant 
Zeal. And there is no one thing that makes Men more formida- 
ble and Tronbleſom, than undue and miſtaken Zeal. It is like 
Fire when it meets with Gunpowder and other combalſtible Mat- 
ter 3 It devours all before it, and its Flames become unquench- 
able. Superſtitious Bigots place Religion 1n things that are at 
beſt but bare humane Inventions, many times pure Diabolical 
Suggeſtions ; and then Satan to ingulf them further, doth ſo 
excite and irritate them,they contend and ſtrive for theſe things, 
as if Heaven, Soul, and Eternity were all at Stake. Hence it is 
they repreſent all that are not of their Way and Mind, as the 
greateſt Criminals and Malefa&tors. No ſooner do Men place 
Religion where God placeth none, but Satan obtains a great 
Power and Influence over them, and at laſt hurries them head- 
long into ſtrange and wild Extravagances 1n the Defence and 
for the Propagation of thoſe Points. Theſe are uſually the moſt 
fherce and $6: 0h of all other People. For it is uſualy obſer- 
ved, that Superſtitious Men are very fearful, and that the great- 
eſt Cowards are moſt Revengeful and Cruel, if they obtain an 
Advantage. Paul's blind Zeal made him a Perſecutor : He did 
it Ignorantly, And our Saviour tells us of ſome that would kill 
and murder Meg, and flatter themſelves with a Perſwaſton that 
they were therein doing God and Religion good Service. 
2. They are Men of inſufferable Pride and Malice z there is 
an abſolute Neceſlity that ſome degree of that Popith Conceit 
of Infallibility ſhould prevail in all that are Perſecutors, to re- 


- concile themſelves to their own Prattices : For who can be fo ab- 


ſurd and fooliſh, as to endeavour to raine others, becauſe they 
will not Believe or Practiſe what they themſelves do acknowledg 


_ they are notſo certain concerning, but that it is poſſible they may 


be in an Errour and Miſtake ? Thoſe who are Perſecutors do ex- 
pect all ſhould yield to them, and take them for Oracles z and 
think the Aﬀront is too great 


eat Influence on all Perſecutions. 
Your Perſecutors are uſually People of a Haughty, Curit, and 
Porfonous Nature, they love to be doing Evit : Their Delight 
is to Hurt and Offend them, with whom God # pleaſed. _ wy 
canker 


*"m. 


him. \ 


and Eſtates, and Goods,of thoſe honeſt, fober, religious People 


_ of what they have. The wiſe Man ſeems to give a very lively 
- Deſcription of theſe People in Prov. 4. 16, 17. They ſleep nor 


Sinners do excite one another to wait for Blood, and to lurk, privi- 
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canker?d and ill natured, gnd never Een bnt whea they have 
an opportunity to intrap, and e the Imocent fall, They 
catinot bear Contradictioy. Zedekiah was {0 impatient of Con- 
Frombys, 'he.no ſoonzr hears Acaiah bring a different Meſſages += 


from his, and diſcover how a lying Spirit was in the Mouths" of , Ba as, 
the other Prophets, but he falls upon Afcaiah, and Buffers 24. 


3. They -are Men of deſperate and broken Fortunes, or elſe Thirdh. . 
great Worſhippers of Hammon, They do commonly take up |; 
Informing, and Swearing, and Perſecuting as a Trade to live by 
They ſcarce know how to ſubſiſt but by Preying on the Wealth, 


they do Inform and Swear againſt. Men that are fo lazy, they 
cannot Work; ſo luxurious, they have not wherewithal to main- : 
tain their Luſts ; and of ſo ill and blaſted a Fame and Reputati- 
on, none dares truſt them. Theſe are indeed a hit ſort of Peo- 
ple to Perſecute the Righteous : They cannot Live unleſs fome 
orother fall by their means. There are two forts of moſt abo- 
minable and wicked Ways, Men have found out to maintain 
themſelves,and feed their Luſts by : The one is Robbing on the 
High-way, and the other is Informing againſt, and Perſecuting 
the Righteous. . Now thoſe that apply to the latter Way, are 
the moſt Infamous of the two; for as they are wicked enough, 
to commit as great Villanies as the other dares, fo they have not 
Courageto adventure on ſuch dangerous Courſes, and to expoſe 
themſelves to ſo much Hazzard for a Livelihood as the other do. 
They think it eaſier to Swear,than Hector and afright Men out 


except they have done MM ſchief,, and their ſleep 1s taken away, unleſs 
ay fe ſome to fall; Fa they eat the. ad of Wickedneſs, and + 
the Wine of Violence, | 
If there be any Perſecutors whoſe Fortunes are not altogether 
ſo deſpicable and fmall, they are ſuch as. make 242-0 their 
God; The Hopes of getting Wealth doth very powerfully 
irritate them to what they do. Was it not thirty pieces of Sil- 
ver that made Jzdas betray his Maſter ? What is the Reaſon 
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|| Prov.1.11. by for the Innocent without Cauſe ? Is it not becauſe "_ hope they 
I 23. ſhall find all precious Subſtance, aud ſhall fill their Fouſes with 
| Sposl ? | 
They are extreamly profligate and ſcandalous in their Lives. 
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(12) 
Religions Man out of his Right, and himſelf into it. That 
Man that will ordinarily endanger his Soul, andSwear for nothing, 
will much more do ſo, be it right or wrong, when he hath the 
Temptation of Wealth, and it may be the Applauſe and Com- 
mendation of great Men for his Incouragement. 


Having given this account of the two firſt Particulars. I ſhall Third. 


now inquire whence It is that wicked Men are ſuch bitter and 
inveterate Enemies againſt the Godly ; Conſtant Experience is 
an undeniable Proof of the Truth of it; for no age hath paſſed, 
but the worſt Men have been contriving'and endeayouring to do- 
the Righteous ſome diſpleaſare., We need/not conſult Hiſto- 
ries, to confirm what I am-now treating of z for we may every 
where take notice of the Deplorable, Truth and Certainty of it 
amongſt our ſelves. But from amongſt the many Inſtances which 
might be mentioned, as-having ſome influence in, and concurring 
to this, I will only name*theſe few. | | WG, 
x. There 1s adeſperate and deadly Enmity againſt Godlineſs, 
and ſo againſt good Men; rooted deeply in the Nature of wick- 
ed Men. Ever fince we lolt the Image of God, we are by Na- 
rwre the Children of Wrath, notonly as we- are ſubject and lyaNe 
to the Wrath and Diſpleaſure of God, but as we are of a wrath- 
ful, furious, and unreconcilable Temper. We are naturally E- 
nemies not only to God, but to one another alſo. And it is to 
be aſcribed principally, rather wholly, to the wiſe Condutt, and 
Providence of God, that all Menare not conſtantly up in Arms; 
and always endeavouring the utter Extirpation. one. of another. 
But this Enmity is eſpecially ſet againſt all goodneſs. When 


Man loſt Holineſs, he became a moſt violent Adverſfary to it. Heb.6.5,6:. 


As you obſerve, when a'Man'hath taſted of the good Word of 
God. and the Powers of the World to come, if he Apoſtatize, 


he becomes the moſt Virulent and Implacable Enemy to it. So it 
is with Man naturally ſince the Fall. The Devils, that were ſuch. 
pure and' holy Angels, are now the greateſt haters of Holi- 


nels. | | | 
Wicked Men are of a-Curſt, Envious, Malicious Temper, they 


are of a Perſecuting Nature, and have a great deal of Savageneſs 


in their” Temper; they: are againſt Holineſs, as being contrary 


to their Nature, and thus become ſo violent againſt good Men.. 
Look. 
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Look at any Creature, you will find it hath an averſion to thoſe 


things which are of a contrary Nature; and if there be any thing 
of Wildneſs, and Cruelty, and Savageneſs intermixed, then it 
is extraordinary violent againſt thoſe which are of the contrary 
Nature. But thoſe things which have not ſuch a Savageneſs in- 
termixt, they only teſtify their averſion by a peaceable withdraw- 
ing themſelves, not at all endeayouring the Deſtruction or Hurt 
of the other. This is very apparent in the Wolf and the Lamb: 
They delight not in the Socterty one of another, but the Lamb, 
though of fo contrary a Nature to th: Wolt, doth not ſeek the 
Life or hurt of the Wolf : but the Wolf is not fatisfied but with 
the total Deſtruftion of the Lamb. Nor 1s this only becauſe the 
Wolf doth uſually prey - feed on ſuch Creatures ; for then, 
when the Hunger were ſatisfied, that rapacious and fierce Temper 
would ceaſe. That Creature which 1s of a fierce and ravenous 
Nature, will deſtroy and kill not only out. of Neceſlity, but alfo 
for Sport and Recreation. Thus Wicked Men they are of a con- 
trary Nature to the Godly, and have much. wildneſs and raye- 
nouſteſs intermixed : They cammor ſleep unleſs they make ſome to fall ; 
and therefore they are reiembled to, and ſet forth by thoſe Crea- 
tures which are wholly ſet upon deſtroying the Harmleſs and In- 
nocent. They lye lurkzng previly in their Den, that they may caich 
the Righteous. = 
If you ask what the Reaſon is that the Righteous and Holy do 
not Perſecute the Wicked, as well as the Wicked do them, the 
Nature of each being equally contrary to each other ? I anſiver, 


© "The Roughneſs and Severity of good Mens Natures is taken a- 


way by that ſanCtifying and altering Grace which is beſtowed on 
them, and for which they are ſo much hated by the other. The 
new Nature conferred on them, hath the harmleſneſs of the Dove 


*accompanying it. A ſanCtified Nature, ſo faras under the. Pow- 


er and influence of Sanctification, hath no Hatred, nor Envy, nor 
Malice, nor any other Quality that is hurtful. It dares not hate 
or hurtan Enemy. | 
And the true reaſon why ungodly Men do no more hurt to the 
Righteous, is becauſe God reſtrains them z he puts his Hook into 
their Noſe, and his Bridle into their Lips, and checks them. 
Contrariety . cauſech their Averſion to the Godly, but 78 
£ 
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that Fiercenefs which is intermixed, which cauſeth the View 
lence of the Perſecution : as you ſee Tygers, Wolves, Li- 
ons, and Bears, do purſue, and kill, and devour Sheep, Lambs, 
and other innocent and profitable Creatures ; and ss Hawks and 
Kites do fly after and prey on: Turtle Doves and Pidgeons : fo do 
m—_— outragious, ungodly Men perſecute and trouble the Juſt 
and Holy. | 

2, Their Natural-Enmity is very much increaſed and excited 
into att by very unjuſt Prejudices, which they imbibe and enter- 
tain with delight. A wicked perſecuting Perſon rejoyceth to 
hear of any thing which tends to the Defamation and Diſrepute 
of one that is truly Religious * He labours to ſpread and divulge 
it abroad, and aggravates eyery miſtake, and almoſt unavoidable 
Infirmity, repreſenting it as an hideous and unpardonable Crime : 
Nay, he uſually attributes the Faults of ſome particular Perſons 
to the whole Profeſſion. Thus the very Name of a Pious Man is' 
odious and inſupportable to him z and he talks as virulently a- 
gainſt, and deſires as vehemently the utter Deſtruction of every 
one, how harmleſs, good, and Innocent ſoeyer, who comes under 
ſuch a Denomination, as againſt. the vileft Miſcreant and Crimi- 
nal in the World, tho he never knew or heard of any Hurt by 
the one, or any good by the other. 

It niay not be amiſs to take notice now of a Sin that prevails. 
exceedingly at this time amongſt our ſelves; which 1s, that we 
have diſputed our ſelves into fo much Wrath, fuch an Averſneſfs 
and Enmity to one another, that Diſſenters, and thoſe who pre- 
tend to the Church, can ſcarce endure the Names of one another, 
unleſs ſome diſgraceful and reproachful Term be annexed. Toq 
many of them are become ſuch fierce Adverſaries one againſt ano- 
ther, that they have not only abandoned themſelves from the 
eminent Exerciſe of that Charity and mutual Forbearance com- 
mon Chriſtianity doth very much enforce, but they do with too' 
much Appetite liſten and inquire after, and in ſtead of moyrn- 
_ ing for, do rejoyce and almoſt triumph in the Faults which par- 

ticular Perſons on either ſide are chargeable with ; and which 15 
yet a greater Fault, they are too frequent in applying the Guult , 
beyond its due-extent. | | | 


By this means do thoſe-who are Corrupt, 'Carnal, and wy 
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ſual on each ſide, labour to increaſe our Animoſities, and make- 
our Diviſions wider and more unhealable. 


- 


But it is moſt of all deplorable, that the Malignity and Poiſon 
of this Courſe ſeems to diffuſe and ſpread it ſelf amongſt them. 
who have given undeniable and prodigious Evidences of extraor- 
dinary Learning, and ſometimes of very great and defſervedly 1mj- 
table Moderation and Equanimity : Which diſcovers, that when 
People do apply themſelves to advance any Party with undue 
warmth, they forget to obſerve that Decorum they have former- 
commended to the World, and are too ealily induced to uſe the 
meaneſt Arts in depreſling the Cauſe they oppoſe. 8 

lt is certainly very unbecoming and nnaworthy of Men of great 
Learning, Holineſs, and Gravity, to endeavour to defame all that 
are of the contrary Pcrſuaſion, by ſuggeſting to the World evil 
Surmiſes and Opinions concerning all in general, by reporting 
infamous Stories which concern only ſome tew 1n particular : for, 
beſides the injury they themſelves do _ by this means to thoſe that 
are innocent, they both countenance the unjaſt Methods the worſt - 
of Men do uſe in decrying thoſe they are againſt, and they fur- 
niſh them, with Materials to carry on their Deſign. | 
This hath been an ancient Method People have uſed to re- 
venge themſelves on the Innocent. Report, ſay they, and we will re- 
port, Do but either ſtart any one Story that is real, with Telati- 
on to. ſome Particulars; or frame and coin a Story that wil ap- 
pear plauſible, and let it once take Air, and we will ſoon help to 
o_ mit 1t further : and by this means we ſhall take our Revenge 
on them. | 

| But what a dreadful Blow would be_.given to Chriſtianity in 
the Opinion of its profefled Enemies, ſhould all Parties labour to 
rake together the foul and enormous Offences of Particular Per- 
ſons amongſt thoſe they do oppoſe, and then. publiſh them to the 
World, as what the whole Party doth either approve, or may juſt- 
ly be charged with ? EMSEE 

There is no doubt but this Church (tho its. Government and: 
Conſtitution beſo pure, juſtifiable, and canſonant to Apoſtolical 
Practice) would ſufter very much, ſhould but the almoſt Ordinary 
Miſcarriages ofa great Number who pretend to. the Clergy be 
expoſed to Publick View, with an- Accougt of the Encourage- 
ment. 
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ment they meet with, or at leaſt how free they are from Threats 
and Moleſtations ; * whilſt others who live better Lives, and are 
more conſtant and diligent Preachers, and do expreſs on all Oc- 
caſions more of that Charity and Forbearance towards all Men, 
which Chriſtianity doth ſo much commend and enforce,are frown- 
ed upon, and left open tothe Rage and Fury of beſotred, fran- 
tick, and debauch'd Bigots. There is no defence againlt unjuſt 
Prejudice. WF, 
3. They apprehend, that the ſtrict and holy Lives of Religi- Thiraty. 

ous Men do very much reproach their lewd and vicious Courles. 
At leaſt, they find, that their pure and holy Doctrines do occation 
them anguiſh and unquietneſs, diſturbance and trouble, in the per- 
petrating of their beloved Wickedneſſes. Why could not /Zero- 
aias ſuffer Fohn Baptiſt to keep his Head eny longer ? It was be- 
cauſe ſhe could nor live quietly in her uncleanneſs with her Huſ- je. 
bands Brother, while he was ſtill preaching to Herod, That it was _ 
not lawful for him to have her, Indeed there is not anything doth 
more effeCtually diſcover the horrid Loathſomeneſs of wicked 
Mens Luſts and Practices,than the chaſte, holy,and ſtrict Converſa- 
tions of Pious Men : And therefore they are ſo much againſt 
them, even becauſe their Doctrines and Lives do ſo much reprove 

their wicked Works of Darkneſs. 


4. Holy Men are carrying ona different work from that which Fowrthly. 
ungodly lewd Men are defigning and aiming. They are Servants 
to difterent Maſters, and therefore it is not to be expected they 
ſhould accord very well. "The good Mans Work doth defeat and 
ruin the Sinners, and therefore he is againfb him, and doth perſe- 
cute him all he can; becauſe he belongs not. to his Company, but. is 
labouring to deſtroy his Maſters Kingdom, and overthrow what 
he eſteems his greateſt Intereſt. Jf ye were of the World, the World 3akz 15, 
would love his own; but becauſe ye are not of the World, but I have 19. 
choſen you out of the World, therefore the World hateth you. cf 

5- This proceeds many times from a very ſtrong and powerful Fifthy- 
Impulſe of Satan. As wicked Men are his Slaves, and Ling his 
Work, ſo he doth irritate and excite them in a ſpecial manner to 
this very Inſtance of Perſecuting the Godly. The Devil thinks 
he has moſt Work done, when the ck number of Righteous 
Men fall ; and he concludes, That if he could by his Inſtruments 
7 C 2 | abſolutely 


4.3. 


Luke 22, 


Fourthly. 
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abſolutely ſuppreſs thc Righteous, he ſhould Reign and Tri- 
tmph in the World without any Oppoſition. The Devil rales 
in = hearts of the Children of diſobedience, And it is worth our 
Obſervation, That immediately before 74das went to the High- 
Prieſt, &c. to inform againſt and betray his Maſter, it is ſaid, he 
Dewih entred into him : So that one main Inſtance whence it is that 
Wicked People do perſecute the Righteous, is, becauſe the Devil z5 
in them, The Devil doth as truly poſleſs, aft, and govern them: 
that Perſecute the Rightcous, as he did thoic that were called. 
Demoniacks, when our Saviour was upon Earth. And tho he do. 
not cauſe them now to tear, and read, and torture themſelves, 
as they did then, yet he has a more dreadful Influence on their 
Souls, and endangers them much more as.to their ſpiritual and 
fmal Eſtate. | 

I am now in the laſt place to apply what has been diſcourſed 
concerning Perſecution ; and will do It in a few Words. 

1, For the Support and Encouragement of the Righteous, when 

xerſecuted and in diſtreſs. Take care that the Reproaches and 
iolences of the Ungodly do not afright you from.your Upright- 
neſs, nor ſhake your Stedfaftneſs. Thoſe ſtorms and ruffling. 
Winds, their Threats and Menaces, ſhould not break or over- 
throw you, but ſhould rather have the fame Influence on you, that 
Blaſts and Tempeſts have on firm and thriving Trees, whilſt they 
break and overturn thoſe that are rotten and weak, they do only 
cauſe the other to take deeper and faſter Root. 

This is no more than what you muſt expect, and what every 
good man ought daily to prepare for. He that is reſolved for 
Heaven, muſt go through many tribulations ;, you are warned of ſuch 
Treatment before-hand. Our Saviour has dealt ſo plainly with 
all his followers in this particular, that 1t 1s one great part of a 
Chriſtians Work to live alway in expectation of thoſe things, that 
ſo he may not be ſurprized when they come. We have our every 
days Croſs to wait for, and muſt be willing to take it up, and 
bear it away with chearfulneſs, whenever it comes. e have 
not the cleareſt and moſt unqueſtionable Evidences of the Truth, 
at leaſt the Power of Chriſtianity in and over us, till we can chear- 
fully part with and reſign up all, yea with Ho bear away 
Reproaches, and. Fears, and falſe Accuſations, tull we nn 
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down our very Lives rejoycingly for Chriſt, his Goſpel, and Re- 
ligion, if occaſion be. 
. . Andif God ſees fit to bring you to the Trial, it is that you 
may have the ſtronger aſlurance of your unfeigned Love to him, 
and unconqueradle Intereſt in him ; and that you may diſplay 
the Efficacy and Beauty of Religion unto the World in the moſt 
undeniable and conſtraining Inſtances. The Perſecutions of the 
firſt Chriſtians gained Chriſtianity a great Repute, and made ſhch 
anentrance for it into the World, as could never be ſtopt up or 
hindred, ti[L Sloth, Carnality, and Superſtitious Conceits had cor- 
rupted the Minds and Lives of its Profeſſors ; and this hapned af- 
ter they were burthened- and over-loaded with Honours, Eaſe, 
Preferments, and a Multitude of unneceſſaryand ſuperflnons out- 
ward Accomodations. | 
The Saints and People of God have met with the fame Treat- 
ment in all Ages: This has been their Lot and Portion, when. 
they have lived among wicked looſe People; and we generally 
find that they took great ſatisfaction init. Our Bleſſed Saviour 


was uſed thus himſelf : How was he reviled, ſcorned, reproach*'d, -_ 


falſely accuſed, ſpit upon, buffeted, whipp'd, and at laſt diſgrace- 
fully crucified, by a degenerate inhumane People ? You ſee the 
greateſt and moſt abſolute Innocence is not ſafe from the malici- 
ous Rage and Violence of ungodly Men. "The Apoſtles pre- 
ently after were ſerved inthe fame manner ; and when they were 
ſcourged, to render them a publick Scorn and Reproach, they 
went away rejoycing that they were counted- worthy to be thus 
uſed for Chriſt. It is one part of the Vocation you are called 
to, to ſuſler for Chriſt, Ph. 1.29, The more that wicked Men 
do load you with contumelious Language, and oppreflive Fines, 
and Mylcts, or do inflit on you Corporal Puniſhments. and Tor- 
ments, the more they do to raiſe you to the Likeneſs of the Bleſ- 
ſed Jeſus. 

And indeed it is not the leaſt matter of rejoycing; that they 
who perſecute you are only ſuch as are born after the Fleſh, Your 
Enemies are they that are Enemies to God and Chrift, worldly, 
ſenſual, devilifh Men, who glory in their ſhame, who make their 


* deftrutt;on, It is a. much greater diſgrace to be reſpected. and: 
| fpoken. 


Belly therr God, who are Enemies to the Croſs of Chriſt, and whoſeend ' * 


I Pet, 4. 


1 Cor, I O, 
"+ 


Lsk, 18.5. 


Zech..2. 8. 
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ſpoken well of, by ſuch as theſe, than to have them a 7, 
ting out of their Venom, and darting forth their Safin, 2nd 
and Stings againſt you: They will ſpeak well of none but ſuch as 
are infected with their Diſeaſe. T hey that are the ſpawn of Sa- 
ta, em mate have ill will i the Children of God. 
ot what a rejoycing Is it, that this very mea 

particularly aſſured of a molt a vt Fer 1 RR fs 
inexprellible Conſolation God will ſecretly Communicate at 
preſent, he has provided, and in a ſpecial manner promiſed, In- 
comprehenſible Felicities hereafter, Mat. 5. 10, 11, 12.1 Pet.4 14 

But then you muff be ſure that what you ſuffer for be the Cauſe 
of Chriſt. Let it be true and real Religion, Conſcience indeed 
and not any groundleſs Phancy, unreaſonable Humour, or UNAC- 
countable Reſolution and Stubborneſs you ſuffer for. Ef call 
beware that noe of you ſuffer as a Murderer, or as a Thief b ts 4 
Evil doer, or as a buſie Body in other mens Matters. hefe are the 
Faults and Characters of Perſecutors themſelves, and for th . 
things men ought to ſufter. See that your Conſciences be 1 4 
and well informed. Take care to underſtand the thin Nu 5k 
tend for. Weigh your Opinions and your Prattices m_ B 1 Ns 
of the Sanituary. Be ſure your Cauſe be good, and then if =—_ 
Perſecuted and do ſuffer, come under what Death. -— 
wHl, and let your perſecutors be who they will, of ho age 
4224 and Authority ſoever, I dare and will pray that Pee WO 
: yon 2m, upon the whole Iſrael of God. It is the Cauſe Ke 
= th; artyr, tho 1t 15 not alway the Cauſe that makes the 
, 2ly. Let this caution you, that you be is 
It will be found at laſt a very areadful thing 6 14x Fe rom - 
for by this means opp become fighters againſt God pry. 
ye reſolutely provoke the Lord to jealouſie ? are ye ftrong er 6 _—_ 
rad erk ſet themſelyes againſt God and projper P The jo 
| oth take what 1s done to his Followers and Diſciples, - as 


done to himſelf. And he will terribl 
o hi av 
verſaries and deſtroyers of his Peo 4 ; Ly Sung who ” oe 


ple of God, but you offend and : 

| | | pierce God hin Yepr 

of of Eye. And will not God (think you) avenge age Zh Pee 4 
Fry day and night unto him ? 1 tell you he will avenge them ſpeed; ; w 


It 
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It were better for Jou, you had never bcen born, or that ſome 
fatal and miſerable ſtroke .had ended your Lives as ſoon as you 


" faw the Light, than that you ſhould live to be Perſecutors, Mar. 


18, 6, Have not Perſecutors alway-come to ſome fearful end ? 

If you would not - pull down Divine Vengeance on your own 
Heads, if you would not make your ſelves and your Poſterity in- 
famous to all Generations, by inheriting the moſt dreadful Cyr- 
ſes on your Bodies, your Eſtates, and all your Intereſts and Con- 
cerns, if you would not be the general abhorrence of mankind, 
if you would not rot away plece-meal whilſt you are alive, if 
you would riot be your own unpitied Executioners, if you would 
not be filled with Horror and Conſternation by reaſon of a 
Wounding, Terrifying, and accuſing Conſcience, if you would 
not purchaſe to your ſelves the hotteſt Climate and Reglon in the 
infernal Pit, but can be content with an. ordinary Damnation, if 
you have no deſire to be the Worlt, the moſt miſerable, the moſt 
Contemptible, of all that ſhall inherit everlaſting, Burnings, take 


heed of this Sin. The Devil never feaſts ſo deliciouſly, as when 
ſerved with Perſecutors and Informers. 


- How. variouſly and ſtrangely has God teſtified his Diſplea- 


ſure and wrath againſt Perſecutors* Whole Volumns might be 
filled with bare:Relations. Thoſe Judgments have been inflict- 
ed on them, to make them a ſcorn, and abhorrence, and a warning 
to poſterity, which were never known, or heard of in the World, 
till they were puniſt”t and made infamous by them. 

And if you be Perſecutors, God has the ſame and greater 
Plagues and Judgments in ſtore for you. ; 

I know there are few who apply themſelves to this Courſe, 
but - they flatter themſelves, and endeavour to fatisfie others 
with ſome or other falſe and pretended Excuſes. But alas! what 
will theſe avail you, whilſt they are ſo Thin and Hollow, not on- 
ly the All-ſceing-God, but the ordinary ſort of people can 
ſee through them ? Unleſs the cauſe be too black and horrid to 
obtain the Patronage of Hell, or the Aftors be ſordid and ſcands- 
lous enough to make the Devil aſhamed of them, he will furniſh 
with ſome pretence to: palliate and gloſs the Fact. 1; 


- But it is not. enough that you haye ſomething to plead and: 
ſay in-your own defence amongſt men, unleſs it be what will be 


warranted 


| 
; 


Dr, Stil- 
ling f. Ire- 


ic, pref. 


Mat. 27. 
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warranted and approved by the Judge of all, for if you could fo, 
varniſh the ſeverity you uſe to others, as to obtain the fayoura- 
ble opinion of the generality of men concerning it, what will 
this avail you, if when you appear before the great I Tribunal, 
you be found amongſt Perſecutors ? All falſe Colours, and me- 
retricious paint will then diſappear. 

Now to ſecure you from this danger, it will be needful to 


have a conſtant regard to theſe two Rules. 


7, 


1. Havenothing to do with hurting, . gr contracting damages 
on any ſerious, upright, Conſcientious Chriſtian. Be not acceſlary 
for a World to the Ruine, or needleſs prejudice of any one, who 
ſtands faſt 'in the faith of Chriſt. Thoſe who agree with us in all 
the Subſtantials of Religion, and add no dangerous or deſtructive 
Tenct to theſe, who are Holy,Sober,Chaſte, Temperate, Righte-' 
ons, Compaſſionate and Merciful, and who no way endeavour to 
diſturb-the publick Peace, but are Vigorous Proteſtants, and Re- 
ſolute oppoſers of the common Enemies of our Religion, and Ci- 
vit Rights, they ought (eſpecially conſidering our preſent Cir- 
cumſtances) to be ſo far from being perſecuted and opprelled, 
as to have all the Inconragement and Countenance that pious 
Chriſtians, and Loyal Subjefts can claim ' and deſerve. Do not 
hurt, perſecute, or revile any, whom you' have reaſon to believe 
the Lord Jeſus will own, approve and honour. Will Chrift ever 
thank men at the great day 4 eprng ſuch out from Communion with bjs 
Church, whom he will vouchfafe'not only Crowns of Glory to, but it may 
be Aureole too, if there be any ſuch thing there. 

It had been well for P:lare, if he had harkened to that ſeafon- 
able meſlage, Have thon nothing tv do with that juſt man. 

2. Take heed of, and avoid the very appearances of this Sin. 
Keep at as great a diſtance from it, as poſſible. Do not cheriſh in 


your minds any thing that may ingage or incline to it. Caſt a- 


way all unjaſt Prejudices, Mortifie Wrath and Anger, and fhut 
your Ears againſt them that would' incenſe you againſt thoſe-you 
differ from, by reporting falſe and malicious ſtories of them. 
Suppoſing it could not properly be called Perſecution to pro- 
ſecute and be ſevere with People-about thoſe things which you 
are ſatisfied in your own minds, God hath not concernd himſelf 
about,cither byCommanding or forbidding them z yet your-Ruin- 
ng 


| (21) 

ing or making others ſuffer: extreamly for theſe  things,- whilſt 
they - have other apprehenhons either of | the Nature or uſe 
ot therh; ſtill unavoidably look: too like Perſecution (I think) 
for 2 ſerious Compaſſiqnate Chriſtian to tolerate himſelf fr, 
This ſeems not to have any of that meekneſs, Condeſcention, 
and Forbearance our Religion doth ſo expreſly and fo vehement- 
ly:inforces -. Bar 0itw 760 tic of + 

- Nay. your, addicting your ſelves;to ſuch .Courſes, will indanger 
the-indearing of -a rough, ſowre, and unpeaccable temper to you. 
And it'may be it will atlaſt-hurry you into fuch - Exor itances, as 
you did not at firſt either;Defign, or think, of: nay, which will 
amount to inexcuſable andigown-right Perſecution. 

--This will certainly make way for your entertaining very unjuſt 
Prejudices againſt others, It will lay you liable to.greater_ Tranſ- 
Ports in ycur Paſſions. It will expoſe you to! mgre and ſtronger 
Temptations, than you are at firſt /aware of ;. it will lay you 0- 
pen to the > wiles of Satan, that cunning Adverſary, and great 
deſtroyer of the Godly. -; © +/+, conn ore, i adobe 
- Nay, 'it is probable: enough; that when;thoſe Chriſtian Senti- 
mettts and Refolves you. do/at. preſent retain, are a little worn 
oft; and” by difiſe: become : feeble the; very ' deſire and ambition 
of acquaintarice with men of Power and Repute, who are Ene- 
mies to-Proteſtants as ſaoh,-. may ingage you in thoſe Pra&tices, 
which "both your:deceitful-Hearts; and the better hopes of others, 
made-you belieye:you:ſhould-for ever deteſt. Wn Pk 
"Satan v Me ele. ap to.draw any man to direct Perſe- 
cution at firſt ; 'He only leads them at-firſt tothe out-skirts, and 
Fleſhes them by degrees. But when he has once brought men to 
take plealure in ſeeingothers ſufter, tho not for real Religion, the 
ſweetneſs off Blood; or' the ſatisfaftion of getting. Wealth, or 
the Honour of being careſſed by great men, will indanger to 
qualifie them to undertake with unconcernedneſs and Triumph 
the moſt barbarous and inhumane Perſecutions imaginable. 

_ Men knownot where they ſhall ſtop, if once they give way to 
Satan, or their own corrupt Inclinations, in matters of this Na- 
ture. People do ſometimes -a&t thoſe things under the Altera- 
tion of their outward Eſtate. and Condition, and . b&come ſo 
extrcamely Savage and cruel, as Fey could not before ima Sine, 
| * Wwhic 
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which they conld not endure to think of without the higheſt 
Concertment and Indignation, 2 K#nps. 8.12, 13. 

But notwithſtanding'all this, you may expreſs your Love to,and -. 


-Zeal. for the Church, its Service, and its Ceremonies, ſuſfici- 


ently other ways. 1 diſſwade not from any Methods which do 
any way tend to the Honour of our Church, or the making of 
real Proſelytes : but only from thoſe which indanger its Repu» 
tation, and are not at all ſuitable tothe Matter and Occaſion of 
our Differences. I would perſwade you to be as faithful as poſ- 
ſible to the Church and its Intereſts, but not to expreſs your Zeal 
in ſoconfuſed and prepoſterous a way, as will be deſtructive to 
humane Society, or indanger your waſhing your Hands in -the 
Blood of Innocents : ' Uſe all the Scripture, and-rational Argu- 
ments you can to: Win upon, and © overcome, and Convince 
them that Diſſent ; but beware 'of Extremity and- V tolence, - 
How Ridiculous and Abſurd is it, to hear Men Talk very 
Gravely at ſome times, that the Church hath no- Weapons but 
Tears and Prayers, and yet preſently to ſee the fame Men uſing 
Rods, and Swords, and' Axes tm the/Churches Behalf ?; When the 
Church is in danger 'of being- Clouded ;: Echpſed, ;and  Over- 
come and Suppreſt by Popery, then it is: unlawful to endeayour. 
to help our ſelves, we muſt only He proſtrate, and try if .we can 
waſh, away our Sorrow with out Tears, or, at moſt, . content our 
ſelves with Lord help us. But when we confider- them we- have 
got an Aſcendency over,- it becomes: Glorious: (and: indeed -is 
more than Chriſtian) to' Swagger” and Trinmph, and- tread upon 
Men of the ſame Religion-with our ſelves; only becauſe - 2 
differ from us in ſome unhappy- Circumſtances. 
When the Church doth Rand upon its proper Baſis, and ſhines 
in ifs Native Beauty and Luſtre, there will be no bxrt;g #2 God?s 
Holy Mauntain,. ' - (ERIE TE £95 67 ld So ep ky 
© That Method which hath moſt-of Lenity,, Forbearance, Love, 
and Meekneſs, doth' beſt comport with the: Nature and Deſign 
of Chriſtianity, and moſt anſwers ' that Temper our Saviour 
and his Apoſtles commended to the World, both by their Practi- 
ces and Precepts, Luke 9. 55. 2 Tim, 2, 24- | 
 3ly. Let me ſay a few Words to you that are Perſecators, you 
that are Vilifying and Reproaching, Fining;and Deſtraining on, 
| | 256 Myrdering 
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Murdering and tearing in Pieces the Members of Jeſus Chriſt, if 
you have any Shadow of Humanity yet remaining, be: perſwa- 
:ded to reflet on what you do, | conſider -what your Condition is. 
If you are-not become Cruel like the Oſtriches in the Wilderneſs : If Lam. 4. ;; 
your Conſciences be nat ſeared with a hot Iron: If you do. not believe 1 799.4-2, 
that your Impieties are a ſure and impregnable Safeguard and De- 
fence againſt all the Thunder-Bolts of Gods Vengeance, if you 
think they do not make_you as Impenetrable by the Arrows of 2. 
the Almighty, as- the Scales of the Leviathan render him by 
 ithe Arrows which are commonly caft at him.3 then deliberate a 

_ while, and think ſeriouſly, whether one fime or other you ſhall 
notbe-aſhamed of, and ſorry for what you now perpetrate? IF 
you Believe there is-any Truth, or any Honeſty, or any things 
that are Pure, or Juſt, or Loyely, or of good Report, or if there 
be any Virtue, then conſider. how contrary to, and inconſiſtent 
with all theſe, Perſecution is. nt Fed 

'Perſecution isa ſinthatdeſtroys common Humanity : It makes 

.you much more fit to be baniſh'd from all Reaſonable Society, to 
_ abide inthe Wilderveſs and Defart, with the Ravenous Devour- 

.ing Monſters you reſemble, than to be permitted to Prey on thoſe 

-who, are as Humble as: the”Child, as Meek and Innocent as the 

Dove. 3&7 | ; 
You that are Informers and Perſecntors, be-ye who .you will, 
.of what Name, Size, Quality {oever, you are of the worſt Ex- 
traction of all other Creatures. Ye are of your Father the Devil, m8, 4x 
and the Luſts of your Father ye will do, He was # Murderer from 
the Beginning, and abode not 511 the Truth, becauſe there is no Truth 
in bim. And if you Believe not this, yon may read the Reaſon 
.of your Unbelief in .the Next Verſe; Becauſe I tell you the Truth, 
ye believe me not. | 

You are at preſent the Reproach of Human Race. Judgments 

and Curſes. of the .greateſt- $ize await you here, and are rea- 
dy to be poured ofit upon you, tomake you Inſtances of aſtoniſh- 
ing Vengeance, anAbhotrence:to all the World, and an Infup- 
portable Burthen nnto-your ſelves. Nor is this your whole Porti- 
on, for more than ordinary VVrath, thoſe Torments, and Hor- 
rors, which have peculiar, and 'moſt envenomed Mixtures in 
| them, are prepared and 'kept in worn: to make your Eternity 

| 2 more 


=Y 


'( 19) 


- more amazing and dreadful, than that which will for ever be the 


PIES yo row Sinners. | : UTE d for 
, _ If Depart from me ye Curſed into everlaſting Fire, prepas 

the Devil and his bred 1 be the mildeſt >encence which ſhall be 
pronounced on them, who. haye only-with-beld their Charity, and 


not adminiſtred to the Neceſſities of Chriſts Members z what 


 aterrible Damnation muſt you expeCt, who have bath harden- 
ed your ſelves againſt all their: Tears and: complaints, their 
Groans and Entreaties, and added Afiiction to-their affliction ? 
W hat will be your Doom when Chriſt ſhall come to be Glorified in 
his Saints, and ſhall charge you in particular. with pulling the Food 
ont of the Mouths, and Cloaths from the Backs of his deareſt 
Children, yea with eating their very- Fleſh, and drinking their 
Blood ? With taking from them their Means for Subfiſtance, ri- 
fling their Houſes, devouring:their Goods, waſting theit Eſtates, 
and haling them to Goals and Priſons ?--- 1 +, © 
You: that perſecute the Righteous, that you may maintain your 
Luſts, and gratifie your Luxurious Appetites and-Defites with 
their Wealth and Eſtates, there is a-dreadful Hand of Vengeance 
ready to appear againſt you: For all your Huffing and HeCtoring, 
your Swearing and Damning, your Carouzing and Q1aſhng,'your 
Healthing and Whoring, for all your ſeeming Jollity and Mirth, 


your Countenances will: change, Paleneſs ſhall ſeize your. Faces, 


Aſtoniſhment and Fears your Minds : You are at Preſent butaQ- 
Ing afreſh Belſhazzar's Folly-and Wickedneſs: You are: drinking 
| the Bloodof Innocents inſtead of Wine, you are. feaſting-your 
ſelves with the $ | | 
are purchaſed with the Lives and :Eitates of the Juſt and. Upright. 
For theſe things God will not Refrain, but will certainly be Avenged 
of ſuch Wickedneſs, When the Divine Hand doth write ' your 
Doom ( ascertainly it will ) then will: your Countenance be chan- 
ged, and your Thoughts troubled, the Foints of your Loins will be looſed, 
and your Knees will ſmite one againſt another. . Your making your 


ſelves Drunk with Wine, and your being compaſſted abgue. with . 


great Men and Nobles, with your -Wives and Concubines, will 
ETA you from theſe Effects. 


OP? 


ance of the Righteous. The Veſſels: you uſe 


hat will you ſay for your own Vindication, when the Lord 
Jeſus ſhall appear in all his Glory, and particularly Charge you 
| Ee wi 
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with Hurting, Defaming, Impoveriſhiog, Starving, Fining, and 
Mogtberg this and that Friend, Servant, or Childe of his ? For 
all your contident Domineering at preſent, tho you look- and tak 
.now, asif you would Frown, and Threaten, and Swear them, 
and all that are Adyocates for them, into Goals, nay into their 
\ Graves, and, were it poſlible, lower than that; a; Time is haſtning 
when ſhame and Confuſion will coyer your Faces, and an lgno- 
minious Silence ſhall betray your Guilt. A Day is now approach- 
ing-when you. will 'think-it a kind of Happineſs, if you might 
fink prinvgely 4ato- the. Places of Eternal Torment, and ſo eſ- 
capt the ſolemn Reprimand and Condemnation you muſt have 
for this Sin in particular, beforeall the World. 

| know there areſeveral things you. inſiſt on, to. juſtifie your 
ſelves in what you do. But alas! they are ſuch poor, and thio, 
and fight Excuſes, they will be ſo far from yielding you any Re- 
lief in the Judgment-day, that had yon-any Shame, or Grace, and 
Modeſty,,:you would bjuſh toname them at preſent. And that 
you may not any longer cheat your ſelves with a vain pretence, 
that you. , have enough to juſtifie you in what you do; L will 
briefly name wharyou Principally truſt to, and then ſhew you 
how. fooliſh and impertineat ſuch Excuſes be. Fee 4 
._.. There ace three things generally Inſiſted on by laformers and-- 
Perſecutors, far their own Vindication : They are theſe. 1. They. 
ſay they do» no more than what the Law doth Countenance them. 
1n,. 2. The Perſons they proſecute are Dangerous, Seditious, Re- 
bellious People. 3. What they do, is_ out of Love to, and Zeal 
for the Church. Fry. 

Theſe things are commanly alledged, 'and People do: depend 
on them as Sufficient and Unanſwerable. . But.how unjuſt theſe 
Pretences be, when pleaded by forreign Perſecutors of the Pro- 
teſtants, I hope all are ſatisfied who do heartily approve the Re- 
formation. Now the Proſecution of Diſſenting Proteſtants a- 
monegſt our ſelves, is generally defended by the ſame Arguments. 
And tho lacknowledge there isa great Difference in the things, 
onthe account of which the-Proteſtants are proſecuted here and 
In other places, yet all thoſe Abatements being allowed for, the 

nerality of our Fierce and Furious Proſecutors cannot be excu- 
ed. from Guilt by theſe Inſtances, This will appear more clearly. it 
FO Eee | CT 
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'I fe we conſider the Particulars pleaded diſtinly, and by themſelvey, 

Firſt, You ſay you do no more than the Law alloweth. Toth! 

I anſwer in theſe following Particulars. cop ad ak Fan 

T, 1+ You do generally underſtand the Law as little as any other 

. Vid. Dr. People : Andoftentimes when the Law-is on a Mans fide, as to the 

Burr” bis Matter of what he does, it is againſt him in the Method: he ob- 

71;8. ofthe ſerves. This is undeniably Evident in the Perſecution of the 
Rights of- Proteſtants i France, _ m_ ” 

\. Princ.Oc... 2, Thoſe who haye had as good Opportunities as any others 

> to find ovt the Intention and Meaning of the'Laws, do put ano. 

ther Interpretation on them than you do. And therefore you 

had need to have ſtrong aſſurance. you are in the right, before 

' youadventure on thoſe Courſes you - cannot juſtifie, but by ſuch 

a Pretence as in general is a very blind and imperfett Execute. 

For Inſtance, if the Law condemns ſeditious Preaching, afid you 

will Proſecute and undo a Man only for Preaching, and not prove 

- any thing of Sedition, you are certainly ſo far from having the 

Law to juſtifie you, that this general Plea will not =ay you to 

5. aConſcience that is in any meaſure ſenſible of ordinary Obliga. 

Vid. Ref. tions. 4 Ul” SAELE od TAE TD 

of Houle ,. TheProſecution of theſe Laws hath 


# beet declared Inconve- 
Jan. 10, nientand Hurtful to the Proteſtant Religion, by them who” ug- 
$0. which derſtand the Nature, the Tendency, and the Obligation of the 
_ - ſeems very Laws, as well or better than any of the Violent and Outragious 

conſonant Proſecutors of them. And tho this cannot Repeal or ' make 
with our. quill the Laws, yet the Opiniofi of fo great, Honourable, 


ng and Auguſt an Aſſembly, ſhould have ſo much Influence, as to 


when at Check the inordinate Zeal ſome are too apt to lay out in their un- 
Breda, - neceſlary Informations and Preſentments. ts 
4. 4- If you muſt needs expreſs your Zeal for eſtabliſhed Laws, 
| there are others which you may underſtand more eaſily, and 
the Tranſgreſſing of which will be more obvious to you, and in 
the- purſuance of which, you may do the Church andthe King. 
dom good Seryice, viz. Thoſe Laws which are' made againſt ' 
Swearing, Drunkenneſs, Prophaning the Lords Day, &c. Have 
not thoſe Laws, which are inforc'd by God as well as Men;as great 
a Power and authority over you as thoſe which are only Hu- 
mane Sanctions ? Your talking of the Law is of no weight, whilſt 


YOy 


(27) 
you your; ſelyes do reſolutely Tranſgreſs every Day thoſe Laws 
which are of greater and more general Uſe, - * | 


2ly; Byt:you fay ithe ſecond Place, that thoſe you Proſecnte 
are Dangerous, Seditious, andRebellions People. 

* If you, can proye this Charge againſt them, in Gods Name go A4vſw. 
on, ;and never ſpare them.- But is it not very Unjuſt to ſay th 
are Rebellious, and not prove any thing of this Nature aebliiſh 
them? Why do you not inform againſt them under this Notion, 
and then prove 14 ſubſtantially againſt them? But to talk thus, 
and when all comes.to be inquired into, it is nothing but for ſer- 
ving God, when, it may be, you were ſerving the Devil and your 
Lults in a Tavern or Brothel Houſe, is the moſt villarons Wick- 
edneſs imaginable. | 
_ Is notthis to write after the moſt extravagant Inſtance we have Preſent - 
in the French Perſecutors ? Nay; is it not to out-do what is re- State of 

orted. of the Intendant of Rockefort, who ſuppreſſed a Prote- Proteſt. in | 

nt Miniſter, when the Deponent could ſay no more, but -that ny bY 

tho there was nothing to be found fault with in his words, yet be © 
perceived his thoughts were not Innocent ? 
of >. w42] many of thoſe you. Proſecute, have given great'De- : 
monſtrafions-of their Loyalty, having ſuffered more in the late 
Times of Uſurpation , for, the King, than many, if not all of 

ou have, and contributed much more to the bringing of him 

ack to his Crown, and other juſts rights. [Thoſe who never did 
more'for the King, than make themſelves Drunk with drinking 

his Health, are not fit to compare in Point of Loyalty with them 

that loſt their Eſtates, and hazarded their Lives for him. ' And 
many of the moſt conſiderable Diſſenters, did even then, when it was p, nurn, | 
7et ſo ſafe to do 3t, as it 35 now, openly declare againſt it (4; e, the Faſt Serm. 
Murder of thelate King) both in ther Sermons and Writings. This on 40cot | 
#5 what in Fuſtice cannot be denyed them, and many of them were 1o Jon. 1681. 
| leſs Aetive and Induſtrious, and were indeed highly Inſtrumental in the Pp. 16. 
bringing home of bis Aajeſty that now Reigns, 
©. ..3ly. You pretend that all you dois ont of Love to, and Zeal for 37. 
the Church, To which I offer tl.eſe following Conſiderations, 
Which may diſcover how falſe this pretence is. 


- ..1; Youarenot qualified to do the Church any Service. The. 1. 
Church ſuffers more by the Ungodlinefs and Debanchedaeſs of 


your. 


”— 
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your Lives, than by any one thing whatſoever. All the' Diſ- 
ſenters in the Nation cannot prejudice the Church halfe fo myth, 
as you drunken, ſwearing, Prophane Informers and Perſectors do. 
Indeed the Church would be.much better without you, than' 
with you ;- and could ſhe. proceed againſt you in ſoime' of thoſe 
ways you would have her uſe againſt others, ſhe - would' do her- 
ſelf great Right, and very. much commend that Purity, and Ho- 
lincſs and {triftnefs, which, would greatly adorn her, and which 
is by your means very much. Obſcured. VETS Try ORE OOE 
. Can any thing retle&t more upon a Church, than to have thoſe 
Men councenanced in. proſecuting others, who do themſelves dif- 
cover no real Love to God or Religion, and of whom'no good 
can be ſaid by others, nay, who have nothing, to' ſay in their own 
Vindication, but that when they are in the height of their De- 
bauches, when they are Drunk, and Prophane enough to be 'the 
Reproach and abhorrence of all Society, they do then 'pretend 
to admire and applaud the Church, and do decry, and rail at, and 
ſwear againſt Dillenters. van RT Reon 

You do the Church, an unſpeakable Injury, "Ns Prejudice her 
almoſt beyond Repair, by pretending either Love for; 'or Ale 
liance unto her. For by this means you. do what you are able th 


_—_ F 


Repreſent. her to ſtrangers as the only Receptacle of, and Sanfth- 
ary for the moſt infamous Criminals and Villains. It is no Cre- 
dit to any Woman, be ſhe never ſo Chaſte,' Sober, and Honeſt, 
that the greateſt Debauches, and lewdeſt Miſcreants are incoura- 
gedfor her Service, and claim her Patronage. ' GN IITE VU 


4 -'7 , 


And that which renders yow ſtill more unfit for this Service 
you intrude your ſelves into, 1s, that you wonld'make the Charch 
conſiſt only of ſuch. as your ſelves,. and dare :impudently decry 
all the Sober, Moderate, and Pious Conformiſts, with the fame 
Virulence you ſet your ſelves againſt them you call Nonconfor- 
miſts. So that were it in your Power, you would turn the Church 
into a meer Stew, or Ale-houſe, or School of Sin and Debauch 


Dr. Fow!- There are, God kyows, too too many Debauchees in the Nation 22 
A 


| 1681, 


5nfimte prejudice to both,by the mad and frantick. Expreſſions' of their 
Zeal ; who do mighty honour to Fanaticiſm, by charging all with it thas 
run not with them to the ſame Exceſs of Riot. pe Hb | 

h | As 
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As to all thoſe who provend es be of our Communion, and yet liÞe 

ſeandalons Lives, and think that their owning themſelves for the Sons D". Sharps 

of the Church, will Make Attonement for their  Immoralitics, it is ro ang —”" 
be fear'd they have done us more hurt, than ever they will do us good. Houſe of 

And nmleſs they would reform, it may perhaps be wiſhed that we were Commons 
rid of them. Let them declare themſelves Fanatichs, Papiſts, any 4P!il. 11. | 
thing, rather than Members of the Church of Englaud. It would per- 1673, 
haps be more deſirable to livein a mean, low affiited Condition with- 
ot ſuch Company, than to govern the World with it. 

2. This is an old Hypocritical pretence, with which the Ene. 2: 
mies of God and Religion have uſually cover'd their wicked Pec- 
ſecutions and barbarous Ctuelties. This-cannot ſecure you fabm 
Vengeance. God incourages his:-people to hope that he would 
appear for them, and againſt ſuch as ſhould make this pretence 
for their Perfecuting them. - Hear the word of the Lora, ye that If. 66. 52> | 
tremble at his word: your bretheren:that hated you, that caſt you out for | 
' "my Names ſake, ſaid, Let the Lord be. glorified ;, but be (ball appear to 
| your joy, and they ſhall be aſbamed. hey pretended what they did 
againſt them that trembled at the Word of the Lord, was for the 
Church, and 'that God /might:be Glorified ; but yet God would 
bring them to ſhame for their Hypocrifie. _ 

. 1 am afraidthereare many who talk -high for the Church, | who 
would ' be: glad to fee: her. welter in her own Blood, :or conſy- 
-med'to Aſhes with thoſe flames they hope to kindle: by their own fu- 

_ rious or intemperate Zeal. People who are wicked - enough, 
notwithſtanding their loud -Crys for the Church, to ſet her on 

Fire: themſelves, and then, like Nero, Triumph, and Dance, and 
Sing; ' when'they''behold her devouring Flames -and utter Deva- 
ſtation. M0614 : 

As ſome in the late Times did very wickedly face Rebellion 
with the name of Religion, ſo it is to be feared ſome in theſe 
days do Cloke Popery, Revenge, and hatred to all. Piety, with | 

' the. name ofthe Church: ll that ſwear by the Name of the Lord, 113.48. 1: | 
-- and mkke mention of the God of 1ſrael, do not \dp it in Truth nor an 
Righteouſneſs. | FD 

3- Your not Proſecuting them who play-and drink, .or walk ,. 
& loiter away the Lords'day and other times they ſhould-allotfor 

"the publick ſervice & worſhipof Gad, Logs plainly.demonſtrate it 

1s 


. 


f 
'n 
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isnot any hearty Cancernment ſur Religion, or the honour of 
the Church of England, which engages you in theſe Methods, 
but rather an invincible Deteſtation to Holineſs and Truth, as 
ſuch. Could you with the Like Impunity ſhut up our Church 
doors, and revile our Liturgy, and caft contempt on our Biſhops, 
and all the other ſ:rious and hearty Officers of our Church, who 
oppoſe and contradict you in your Luſts and W ickedneſs, it is not 
much to be doubted, but.you would be as ſevere and Tyrannous 
this way, as you be the other. 

If you have ſuch Love to the Church, why are you ſo mild, and 
yourable, and gentle towards the Papiſts, who are as great E- 
ies tothe State as to the Church ? Why are yon not for get- 
ting thoſe Laws executed which are in force againſt Field and 
Street-walkers, and thoſe that haunt Ale-houſes and Taverns, 
and who are playing at Cards or Dice, when they ſhould be at 
Church? And thoſe who are ratling about in their Coaches, or 


_ other ways conveying thernſelves from one place to another on 
the Lords day, and in time of Divine Service, to perform ſome 


Idle and Sacrilegious Viſits ? 

4. The Methods you uſe are no way becoming the Church, 
they will never do the Church any Service. Force and Violence 
will never fatisfie Mens Judgments; They will not extirpate 
thoſe nnjuſt Prejudices People have ſuckt in againſt our Church, 
but will rather - confirm them, Theſe Courſes will not fairly re- 
move Men Scruples. 

Suppoſe you ſhould force many to come within the Door of 
our Churches, by harſh and ſervere- proceedings, what is our 


Church the better 'for this? Can you, together with outward 


Compulſion, infuſe into their Mindsan afteCtionate Love to, and 
unfeigned Approbation of our-Service and Worſhip ? If not, you 
may make our Church fuller of Hypocrites than ſhe was before, 
but not fuller of Real and Cordial Profelites? You may turn the 
places for our publick Worſhip: into Priſons, if you pleaſe ; but 
you cannot by theſe means make the Diſfenters a willing People 7: 
the day of your Power. | - 

. The Members of the Church muſt be Voluntiers, and not 


--Preſsd men. Such as are forced, will never do acceptable Service : 
- They will embrace the firſt Opportunity to relinquiſh and be- 
ſpatter us. | ; It 
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It has hitherto been the certain Property and CharaCter of He- 
terodox, Heretical, Popiſh, and Anti-Chriſtian Churches 
and People, to Perſccute and oppreſs others, or to ule violent, 
fierce, and ruining Courſes to advance themſelves and their Inte. 
reſts. And it was the way of the pure Chriſtian Church, anci- 
ently, and fince the Reformation, touſe no methods with their 
Enemies, but what were full of Reaſon, Scripture, Meekneſs, and 


Chriſtian Forbearance. 
The learned Biſhop of St. 4ſaph does determine the Queſti- germ. be- 


on, Who are the Church of God ? Or who are the Enemies of ors they 
OUIJEC O 


Lords, No- 
venb, 5th, 


on, they are not the Church of God, or at leaſt they are ſo far Corrupt in 6x0 p.8, 


it ? By bringing it to this iflue ; That they who are moſt given to 
hate and deſtroy others, eſpecially thoſe who differ from them in Religi- 
_ that Particular. | 

Theſe Courſes do not agree and ſuit with the Temper and 
Conſtitution of our Church, and therefore 1 am afcaid they who 
uſe theſe Methods, or countenance and incourage them who ap- 
pear boiſterous in them, are either ignorant of, and ſtrangers to 

our Conſtitution, or implacable Enemies to our Church. Inſtead 
of doing the Church any Service, they ſeem to ſtudy todo her all 
_ the miſchief they can, under a contrary pretence. It 5s 5s not the 
Genius of our Church, ſhe hath no Dottrine that teacheth Perſecution, 
ſhe hath not prattiſed it, as others, when they were in Authority. 1 
thank God for it, and I hope ſhe will alway continue in that Temper, 
which being added to the other Marks of a true Chriſtian Church, may 
aſſure us that ſhe is a Church according to the mind of Chriſt. 

It was one thing that did nota littie commend the Proteſtant Re- 
tigion to the world, that after it's Eſtabliſhment in theſe Nati- 
. ons, tho Popery gained Power again in theſe Kingdoms, and in- 
 flnenced it's Profeſſors to treat the Proteſtants with all the Cru- 
elty and outrage that Religion doth inſpire men with, or direct 
them to,yet when in Queen Elizabeths Reign Popery was caſhicr'd, 
and the Proteſtants had the Power and Laws.on their ſide, they 
uſed no Violence, Fury, or Revenge atall; Tho living in the midſt 
of them, whoſe deareſt Friends and Relations they had Murdered, and 
tho Proteſtants could ſay, There goes he that burnt my Father, or he that 
Murder'd my Brother, or that brought them to that cruel Death, ths 
' the Queen ber ſelf could ſay who oy were that in her Siſters time deals. 


moſt 


14 p, 6:2; 


id pat, | 


| 
| 


| 
: 
| 


bi 
| 


! Byy- vr 
cap 1. had often in his Perſecution of thera exceeded what the Law 


Refor. part allowed, yet this was not reve 


24, p 396» 


Fourthly, © 


ferment ; Andithereforerrather than uſe any means to exaſperate 
their Paſſions: more, 'we ought all in our places todo. what we 
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moſt infolently and arbarouſly with her, yet when ſhe came to be their 

Queen, for ten years ſhe touched not a Nazr of any of their Heads. 
Notwithitanding Bonner had in the preceding Reign been a 

moſt bloody and barbarous Perſecutor of the Proteſtants, and 


nged upon bim : no, ſo far were the 


Reformers fromdoiog anything that might look like Revenge, 


that he was ſuffered to go about in ſafety, and was not made a 
Sacrificeto the Revenge of thoſe who had loſt their next Friends 
by his means, 
Tt was Peace, and Love, and Mercy, and Condeſcenſion, and 


Meeknefs, "whichbrovght Repute to-this Church formerly, and 
adorn'd'it'in it's moſt flouriſhing Rate - And whyſhould you now 


change it's ancient Methods, if your Love to it be the 
and your Zealas Regular as was that of our firſt and beſt Re- 
formers ? 112. 
4: In the fourth place, this diſcovers what ill Offices they do 
( whether theyibe of the Clergy, or in other places of pow?'c) 


who are-continnallyexciting people to inform againſt all Diſlen- 


ters, without making any difference. Peoples ſpirits are appa- 
rently over-heated already, they are caſt into too Violenta 


car, to cool : theſe heats, and ireduce men to more .caim. and 
gentle tempers. 'Efpecially;ſhould this -be: the :care. and. ſtudy of 


themwho- retend-they have a. rightito «that Character, of be- 


ing Ambaſladours and'Heraulds ot Peace. Your loud-Declama- 
tions, your paſſionate and | envenom'd Inſtigations, and your 
ſounding 'Alarms from the Pulpit againſt. Difſenters /in al, 
will not pleaſe, nor gratifie, nor benefitany, buthe. , de- 
bauch't part of your Auditors. This will-endanger the crea- 
ting ill apprehenſions of the way you pretend to, in the-minds of 
the Soberer and more harmleſs ſort. Such kind: of: Preaching 


will be Interpreted but 'like clapping .yout Hands, | and looipg 


on the Dogs, which inſtead of bringing-People into the Church, 
will be apt to drive them out of the Church-Yard...St. Pat di- 
rets us to amore Chriſtian Method, andſuch.an one as will, if 


generally, faithfully, and diligently obſerved-GCand we. 2 led 


, - . & 


ments will make, 2 Tim. 2. 24, 25- 
gy This calls for your Prayers for, and your Commiſcration, 5h. 

and Pity, and what other help and afiltance you are able to Admi- 

niſter, .tothem that are Perſecuted. 

You have this day heard that your Neighbour-Proteſtants are in 

2 very Allied and Calamitous Eſtate. This calls for your Pity, 

yourP rayers.,, your Help, and what relief you can afford them. 

. (You know not how ſuon your own Condition may be the ſame 

witb-theirs; if you will reſolutely adhere to yourReligion,and dare 

not deny:Chriſt and his Goſpel; you are at preſent ſafe, you en- 

joy the-Proſteſtant Religion peaceably, but you have no allurance 

this proſperous and ſhining Day will continue long. 

. Now. if you would find help and relief from others, when deſti- 

tute, afflicted, and perſecuted, have ſome regard to, and 1ct your 

Bowels:yern over your perſecuted Neighbours, iz this their day of 

«fyttien. Nature, Religion, Chriſtianity, all that is good and excel- 

lent,iotreatand importune yourCharity,Can you deny theſe ſuffe- 

rers &Can.you withold any thing fromChriſt,imploring and beſee- 

ant, + m4 -Commuleration 1n theſe by afflicted, perſecuted. Mem- 


rs RAE 1 +208 feaſt your, ſelves,and be merty, 
and -haye.ve concetnifor Chriſt's wandring, naked, indigent, di- 
gllawens 7: | 


Rad berrmaDage, Ye that pur far away the Evil day, 
nd cauſe. the Jeat.of. Violence to.cone near, that Jye ypon Beds of Ivory, 
and ftretchthemſetver upon their, Couches, and eas the Lambs out of the 
flacky: and the, Calves owt of the, midſt of th » that chant tothe ſound 4 6 3s | 


of the V20ly and, invent to themſe{wes Jnjframents of Muſick like David, Bt): | 
dbat drink wing in Bowls, . and, qqoiut themſelves with the chief. Oyne- | 


ments, but they are not grieved for the affi1ition of Joſeph. Therefore now 

ſha they go Captive, with the firſt that ga-Captive, . and the Banquet of | 
ther that ſtretched themſelves ſhall be removed... . D. Burners | 
4 j—, that. you may be more duly.affefted with their Condition, | Pref.cohj-| 
.willlay hefore-you the.ſame, Account:which is given of it by the Hi/obcbe | 
IR IATREANAOIOE Hiſtorian of this Age.The hat oQ 
" I$TRIS- ,.\ k. 1 . PP :- | 

"Fhtfe bon in theCompuniongf thiChurch of Rome are requirnot is bog ol Bee! 


change vhaer. which was left. free before. Schools and Colledges axe <ehalii- * | 
«Supprfied inonah faces. The Chnrghes which the Proteſtants had in the *B*vehie| 


: c&s,. &s, 
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Country or ſmall T owns,avre generally razed, and all Religious meetings 51 

private houſes are forbidden.The Synods and Coltquies of their Clergy are 
forbidden, except a Popiſh Commiſſioner is preſent the ſinging of Pſalms is 
prohibited © When they are ſick, they are forced to admit the Popiſh Magi. 

ſtrates to come with Witneſſes to exhort them to change their Religion: No 
Vid. Pre- Midwives are permitted to Praftiſe but Papifts, that ſo they may Baptize 
ſent State their Children,upon which 3t may be afterwards pretended if they continue 
ONE e '- Proteſtants,that they are relapſed,becauſe they were babtized % a Papift; 
eacon may 


France, nd the Puniſhment of this 1s Terrible. No Miniſter, Elder or 
and, The £0 and viſit their Flocks,to confirm them in thetr Religion, when they are 
policy of wavering #n it , Accuſations are brought upon the ſlighteſt Pretences 4- 
the Cler- 7 4; the Miniſters or others wbich are noted for their Zeal in the cauſe of 
S/ ONE: Religton,upon whichOrders for their i mpriſonment are eaſily gvven out, 
0 y . wt 
the Prote- thy are either forced to fly, or are ruin'd by a long impriſonment. And the 
ſtants of - Intendants of the Provinces oppreſs them moſt unmercifully, with deſign as 
that King. 2y4y be eaſily gurſſed,to drive them into a Rebellion,that ſo a pretence may 
__ be given to deſtroy them all at once. No Proteſtants can be admitted to any 
Charge or Employment, how mean ſoever it be. Noy may they be received 
to any Trading or Mechanical Corporation. And to take from them all con- 
fidence or credit in Trade,if any Proteſtant Merchant turn Papiſt, be can- 
wot be ſued for his Accounts,or Debts,for three years thereafter. And theſe 
Orders are much heavier in the manner in which they are executed. 
Id. y. 39: The preſent proceedings in PoiCtou, ſhew what the reſt are too look for, 
the Mercenary Agents of Mry.Peliſlon prevailed ſo far on the Weakneſſes 
and Neceſſuics of many, as to draw them to abjure their Religion, but 
n10t a few of theſe ſoon after repenting of that baſe Bargain, by which 
for a few Crowns, they had ſold their Souls, and openly :expreſſing their 
Horrour for it, were clapt in Priſon, where they lye ſtill in great miſery, 
only their Numbers are ſuch. that it ſeems it 1s not thonght fit to proceed 
to Extremsties againſt ſo mar'y at once. | 
[4.p.62. But th- [ntendant of that Province, My.de Marilliac, whether direfted 
by ſecret Orders or ſet on by the fierceneſs of his ownT emper,or by his Con- 
feſſors, 1s not known,ts reſolved to take a ſevere revenge of the. reſt of that 
Religion for the ſakg of thoſe unhappy relapſers,and has treated them not as 
Peaceble and Obedient Subjetts,but often as Rebels and declared Enemies. 
T heirGoods ana their Houſes are robbed, their Perſons violently afſault- 
ed,and all that is done by the IntendantsOrder.TheSeldier s under hisCom- 
mand are lodged only in the houſes of thoſe of the Religion, where they do 


nes only rwine their Hoſt s,by the excefſrve Charge they put them to,and 'y 
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' ments,orLaws,can ſecure a ProteſtantPeople from being treated as. 
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the Contributions they exatt from them but uſe all the means they can think 
of to frighten them out of their Religion; tho the horrid Oaths,and Blaſphe- 
mies they breakout daily in, are but ill Arguments to per ſwade Men to turn. 
If they refuſe to go to Maſs, they cudgel them, they drag the Women by the 
Hair of the Head, with Ropes about their Necks, they Torture ſomt with 
their Screws, they bind Men of Eighty years of Age,.and abuſe theirChil- 
gren before their Eyes : and ſuch of the Souldiers as are notGuilty of theſe 
Crueltzes, yet ſpoil and rob theirGoods,and ſel them publickly, the y threat- 
en them Hen with Death, if they will not change, having naked Swords 
51 their Hands, or holding Piſtols to their Breaſts. And if all theſe means are 
ineffettual, then they carry them inSheets toChurches, and fling Holy Wa- 
ter on them, and tell them now they are made Catholicks ard if they re- 
turn again to their hereſie, they threaten them, they will accuſe them as 
Relapſers And when Houſe-keepers are by theſe means quite Ruined, yer 
they muſt not give up their Houſes, tho they can keep them no longer but are 
Fined 500 Livers if they quit them z aud what has alwayes been the Pri- 
wvilege of the Miſerable, is now denied them, for when they come to 
complain of theſe Violences to the Intendant, He,without hearing them, or 
obſerving the common Forms of Fuſt ice, ſends them preſently toPriſon, and 
keeps them ſtill there, withont framing any Proceſs againſt them; and not 
content with all this, tho it is ſcarce to be imagined what can come after it 
or riſe beyond it, when he heard that Complaints were made of theſe Out- 
rages to the King, he ſent. upon that bis Officers to niany of their Houſes, 
to force themto ſign a Denial of the Truth of theſe Violences, which they 
had ſuffered. | | 
\ And that which aggravates their Miſery, and therefore renders 
them more deſerving of ourCommiſeration and Help, is, that they 
area People who-have done extroardinary Services for the Crown, 
and could never yet bechargedwith any undutifulDemeanour tothe 
Government. And they have the ſame Rights and Priviledges with 
the other Subjects, aſſured ro them by as firm EdiCts, and binding 
Laws, as any by which that Nation is govern'd : and yet purely on . 
the account of their Religion, without the Guilt or Charge of any 
Fault, and in direct Contradiction to thoſe Laws which were made 
and often Confirmed for their Security, are they now Perſecuted: 
to the Degree before-mentioned. | 
This ſhews, that neither the beſt Services,the greateſt Innocence, 
the higheſt Meries, nor the moſt ſacrec and. Solemn Tyes, Engage- 
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the vileſt Criminals and Rebels, when under the Power; Inflichce-thd A 
of a Popiſh Bigotted Prince. -- ES 
Sixthly, Which in the aſt place calls us all to prepare our ſelyes for Perſecution, 
Wha: clouds do hang over,us > What ſtorms do threaten us! We-are none. 


us Ignorant of the Attempts which haye been made, and are ſtill carrying on, to 
Supplant and Oyerthrow the Proteſtant Religion, amd to bring in Popery 2rtivagtt 
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us, as' an overflowing Stream... | | | | IV 

And that which greatly threatens -our loſs.of the Goſpel and thoſe Ordinan-. 
ces we. have long enjoyed, js. both the great and general Increaſe of Wickedneſs 
and, Debauchery amongſt us, and that too'many of thoſe who haye pretended to 
defire and endeavour our Security and Reformation, haye ſet up for Atheifm, ve 
at. Jeaſt have declared themſelves: Enemies to the Scripttire, the . Deiry of 
Chriſt, -the , pullick Miniſtry, and all Ordinances. And \it_ is.not much; &if+ 
ferentwh2ther we bave our Bible, our S2r vices, and publick-Adminiſtr tions, ig 
Latin, or whether we have none at all. Theſe things do witneſs againſt us, and 
pnleſs we do throughout the Nation fet upon a ſerious and vigorous eformation, 
we- may expe&_ our Canaleſtick will be removed; and that we ſhall 'either be 
iripr ofall,our preſent enjoyments or at nioſt but inherit the Name of them; 
And it ſuch days do come, then all who will Live Godly ,,muſt certainly ſuffer 
Perſecution. | | : q 

om doI at all doubr, but if either Popery, or Atheiſm, or both, have itr theſe 
Nations the Countenance and Encouragement of a Prince, the very ſame Men 
who are now Violent againſt Proteſtants, and Pious People, will then with greater 
Fury Perſecute, Oppreſs and deſtroy all that will either own and. Worſhip God, or 


approve themſelves avowed Proteſtants, rae <p Fed 
Let us therefore ſtudy the Scripture diligently, be thorowly informed in the 
Chriſtian Faith,get our Hearts raiſed toan unconquerable Admiration'and Love 8f 
the Blefled Jeſus Let us take heed of. placing too much Confidence on aiNatural 
ReſoJution, - or Humane Strength. -Ler' us Jeatn to tefign up our ſelves entirely 
unto - Chriſt ; and pray daily that we may not fear any of thoſe rhingswhich we 
ſhall ſuffer, but that we may be'ſo trengthned and aſſiſted by the Spirit of Grace, 
that we may approve our ſelves faithful unto Death. Thus we may attain to In- 
herit a Crownoot- Glory, which God in his InfinitMercy bring every one of us unto, 


'for the Merirs Sake of Jeſus Chriſt, our Bleſſed arid only Saviour and Redeemer, 
to. whom with the Father, ec, F; py 
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